
Apley Hall

Norman Sharpe grew up on a sporting estate in the glorious county of Shropshire. His father
had taken up the post of Head Gamekeeper on the Apley Estate in 1902 and Norman
succeeded him in 1928.  In these powerful recollections, Norman recounts the richness of the
wildlife, the diversity of the Estates shooting and fishing and the many colourful folk who
lived and worked there during the first 70 years of the twentieth century. At the start of the
story, cartridges were still being loaded with black powder, the Ironbridge coracle men
(doyens of the poaching fraternity) still plied their nocturnal trade, cart horses dominated the
land, grey partridges were shot by walking up and hunting held pride of place on the sporting
agenda.  Then came the Great War and in 1918 Norman was wounded in the trenches, and told
he would never work manually again. But back home he forced his body back into order and
by 1921 was able to throw aside his second stick and once again work under his father on the
estate.  From 1924, following the death of the old squire, his son entertained many politicians,
show business personalities and literary figures. Sport on the estate intensified: driven
partridge shooting was introduced, Nobel smokeless replaced black powder and in the kennels
Flats and Curlies surrendered pride of place to the Labrador Retriever. Most farm work was
still done manually though, and for the first time in living memory there was fishing for
salmon on the Estate.  After the Second World War, a very different scene prevailed as the
Estate underwent great changes and, in the Sixties, there was the near-total demise of the grey
partridge.  The recollections of 70 years are portrayed with clarity, humour and poignancy.
This is a unique account of a glorious sporting estate over which Norman and his father before
him served as custodians for 66 unforgettable years.
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Park, Bridgnorth, Shropshire. WV15 - Rightmove. 3, Apley Hall Mews, Apley Park,
Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15    If history had taken a different turn then Hitler may well
have been living in Apley Hall, a glorious historic hall in the heart of the Shropshire  Homes
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Hall development that presents an opportunity to live within a  Savills  Apley Park,
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magnificent stately home accommodation in the Apley Hall  History  Apley Walled Garden
Apley Hall is an English Gothic Revival house located in Stockton, Shropshire. The building
was completed in 1811 with adjoining property of 180 acres (0.73  Property details for The
Garden House Apley Hall Apley Park    Apley Hall is the principal part of one of
Shropshires most important country houses. Predominantly built with Grinshill stone in a
Gothic style,  Home linked to P G Wodehouses Blandings Castle up for sale  Apley Hall,
near Bridgnorth, Shropshire: perspective view of the house and grounds. Image Overview Buy
an Art Print · Buy a Framed Print · Buy an Image  Properties For Sale in Apley Park - Flats
& Houses For Sale in Apley    7 miles north of Bridgnorth and 8 miles south of Telford,
Apley Hall is approached along Cheswardine Lane, west of the village of Norton on the  4
bedroom town house to rent in 1 Apley Hall Mews, Apley Park  Apley Hall is an English
Gothic Revival house located in Stockton, Shropshire. The building was completed in 1811
with adjoining property of 180 acres of  
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